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In the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions of the claims in the application. 

1. (currently amended) A method of using a device with a remote control, the method 
comprising: 

saving previous context; 

using a communication port included in the device to receive data via a signal having a 



compatible physical format and an incompatible data format signal while ignoring 
errors from the communication port; and restoring previous context on completion of 
the act of using. 



2. (original) The method of Claim 1 further comprising: 

locking use of the communication port prior to the act of using; and 
unlocking use of the communication port subsequent to the act of using. 

3. (original) The method of Claim 1 wherein, the act of using comprises: 

setting a predetermined baud rate prior to receipt of data. 

4. (original) The method of Claim 1 wherein, the act of using comprises: 

setting frequency of a baud rate divisor, depending on the speed of a microprocessor 
included in the device. 

5. (original) The method of Claim 1 wherein, the act of using comprises: disabling interrupts 

prior to receipt of data. 

6. (original) The method of Claim 5 wherein, the act of using further comprises: 

polling status of receipt of data by the communication port. 

7. (original) The method of Claim 5 wherein, the act of using further comprises: 

enabling interrupts subsequent to receipt of data. 

8. (original) The method of Claim 7 wherein, the act of using further comprises: 

checking for end of use of remote control prior to the act of enabling. 



Page 6 of 13 




Appl. Serial No. 10/066330 
Atty. Ref. 11336/654 (P02139US) 



9. (currently amended) A device comprising; 

a communication port for receiving infrared signals, where the communication port is 

configured to test received signals for compatible data formatting ; 
a microprocessor coupled to the communication port; and 

memory coupled to the microprocessor, the memory being encoded with software for the 
microprocessor to use the communication port to receive data from an infrared signal 
with via an incompatible data format signal while ignoring errors flagged by the 
communication port. 

10. (original) The device of Claim 9 wherein the memory comprises: 

a context store. 

11. (original) The device of Claim 9 wherein the memory comprises: 

a port lock. 

12. (original) The device of Claim 9 wherein the memory is further encoded with: 

a port driver to reject data in response to errors flagged by the communication port. 

13. (original) The device of Claim 9 further comprising: 

a display coupled to the microprocessor; and 

a plurality of keys also coupled to the microprocessor; 

wherein the device has a form factor sufficiently small for the device to be held in the 



14. (new) The method of claim 1, where ignoring errors from the communication port comprises 

using a data set that has been flagged by an error code. 

15. (new) The method of claim 1, where ignoring errors from the communication port comprises 

generating an output in response to a data set and in response to an error flag associated 
with the data set. 

16. (new) A device comprising: 

a detector configured to detect electromagnetic radiation in a contiguous frequency band; 



palm of a human. 



Page 7 of 13 



Appl. Serial No. 10/066330 
Atty. Ref. 11336/654 (P02139US) 

a demodulator coupled to the detector, where the demodulator is configured to generate a 
digital signal in response to a communications signal received by the detector, and 
where the demodulator is configured to generate error flags in response to digital- 
format errors in the generated digital signal; 
a microprocessor coupled to the demodulator; and 

memory coupled to the microprocessor, the memory being encoded with software for the 
microprocessor to receive communicated information from a portion of the digital 
signal associated with an error flag. 

17. (new) The device of claim 16, where the electromagnetic radiation in the contiguous 

frequency band is one of: a visible optical signal and an infrared signal. 

18. (new) The device of claim 16, where the electromagnetic radiation in the contiguous 

frequency band is an infrared light signal modulated by space-width modulation or pulse- 
period modulation. 

19. (new) The device of claim 16, where the demodulator includes a data buffer for storing 

demodulated data for the digital signal and an error detector configured to generate the 
error flags in response to digital-format errors detected in the demodulated data. 

20. (new) The device of claim 16, where the demodulator is configured to generate the error 

flags in response to a portion of the generated digital signal not matching an IrDA format. 

21. (new) The device of claim 16, where the error flags include framing-error flags, and where 

the demodulator is configured to generate the framing-error flags in response to a portion 
of the generated digital signal having a framing error. 

22. (new) The device of claim 16, where the error flags include parity-error flags, and where the 

demodulator is configured to generate the parity-error flags in response to a portion of the 
generated digital signal failing a parity check. 

23. (new) A personal digital assistant comprising the device of claim 16, where the . 
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